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L) TROR GHOSTS

Sherhrake. the ather party in the gheet story, tell it
much @ the ssme way ac a dinner-table.

One Jdoes not feel as comfortably satisfied that the
complicazed winculences in this tale admit of being
referred @ chanee. The odids are encrmous against two
persons—sounyg men i pertect health, neither of whom
beture ar arter this event experienced a sensorial illusion
—beiny the wbjects at the same moment of one, their
commun ami aly one. which concurred in point of time
with an event that it toreshadowed. unless there were
swme real connection between the event and the double
apparttn. Andwetee{anascentmeﬁmhontomqmre
witether—in case such mstances as the present occasion-
ally recur. and mstances ke the two before narrated
become, when looked for. startmely mmltiplied—there
exist anv known mental or physical principle, by the
help of which they mav be explamed into nataral pheno-
mena.

The more we lovk after tacts of the above nature, the
more nrgentbecomesthemtot‘suehameansofexpla—
nation. In every family circle, in every party of men
accidentally brought together vou will be sure to hear,
if the conversation fall on gbosts and dreams, one or
more instances—which the narrators represent as well
authenticated — of intimations of the deaths of absent
persons conveyed to friends either through an apparition
or a dream, or an equivalent unaccountable presenti-
ment. A gentleman—himself of distinguished ability—
told me that when he was an undergraduate at Cam-
bridge, he was secretary to a ghost society formed in
sportive earnest by some of the cleverest young men of
one of the best modern periods of the university. One of
the results of their labours was the collection of about a
dozen stories of the above description resting upon good
evidence.

Then there transpire occasionally cases with more





































































TRANCE 83

latter constituting varieties of waking-trance. The next
letter will treat of the first group; the two following
will treat of the two varieties of the second.

I have observed that the causes of trance are for the
most part mental impressions; but it will be found that
certain physical influences may produce the same results.
The causes of trance, whether mental or physical, deserve
again to be regarded in three lights. Either they have
operated blindly and fortuitously, or they have been
resorted to and used as agents to produce some vague
and imperfectly understood result, or they have been
skilfully and intelligently directed to bring out the exact
phenomena which have followed. It is with trance
supervening in the two former ways that I alone propose
at present to deal; that is to say, with trance as it was
imperfectly known as an agent in Buperstition, or as a
rare and marvellous form of nervous disease. Of the
third case of trance, as it may be artificially induced, I
shall afterwards and finally speak.












































































































AND CATALEPSY 119

" it, but not in the sense of the annihilation of time ; she
foresees it; it is the future present to her; time she
measures, present and future, with strange precision,—
strange, yet an approximation, instead of this certainty,
would have been yet more puzzling.

So it appears that our notions of matter, force, and
the like, and of the conditions of space and time, apart
from which we can conceive nothing, are not figments to
suit our human and temporary being, but elements of
eternal truth. '



















































136 RELIGIOUS DELUSIONS

for which she received the promise of seventy years of
life, and of all she might wish for. She stated that she
had often at night gone into the cellar of the chateau and
drank the best wine ; in the shape of a swine had walked
on the convent walls; on the bridge had milked the
cows as they passed over; and several times had
mingled with the actors in the theatre in London.























































































































































































THE DIVINING-RING, OR THE ODOMETER 197

odometer finger, that I succeeded in obtaining unvarying
results. The interest of those experiments is unques-
tionably very considerable. They open a new vein of
research, and establish a new bond of connection between
physical and physiological science, which cannot fail to
promote the advancement of both. They contribute a
mass of objective and physical evidence to give support
and substantiality to the subjective results of Von
Reichenbach’s experiments. They tend to prove the
existence of some universal force, such as that to which
he has given theoretical shape and form, under the desig-
nation of Od. And such an universal force—to be just
even to a charlatan, if he was one—what other can
we deem it to be than the long-vilipended influence of
Mesmer rendered bright, and transparent, and palatable,
by passing through the filter of science ?

PRINTED BY WILLIAM ELACKWO0OOD AND 8ONS, EDINBURGH.
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THE CAXTONS
A FAMILY PICTURE

By Sir B. Bulwer Lytton, Bart.

In 3 Vols. price 31s. 6d.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

¢ The most brilliant and the most beautiful of all the effusions of 8ir Bulwer Lytton’s pen
of fascination.”—The Sun.

¢¢ One of those graceful family groups in which all the component parts are in perfect har-
mony, and all the accessories are wrought out with a skill at once the most marvellous, and

pp ly the most unp ditated.”—>Morning Herald.

‘¢ One of the best, as it is the most matured, of Sir E. Bulwer Lytton’s produections.”—
Observer. .

¢ There are portions of the work equal to anythmg in the whole range of British fiction.

. . Itisa book that it does onegoodtoread. . . . . An invigorating, a brac-

mg book.”—Atlas.

¢¢ And a beautifal picture it is, too; the portram striking, yet characteristic ; the colour-
ing exquisitely tasteful, yet true to nstnre. '—New Monthly Magazine.

“Ituhmbestproductmn « « « « A book to be read, to be noted, and to be
admired.”—Sunday Times.
“ Theboolns as instructive as it is delightful, and we confidently claim for it a wide and

lasting success.”— Examiner.

¢ Asa work of art, we think it exhibits an advance on all his former productions. . . .
A charming novel, and closes with one of the most eloquent and touching scenes of the puee
and sanctity of home we ever met with.”—Brilannia.

¢¢ He has assumed the age to be advancing, and shows how we must advance with it orlag
behind.”’—Literary Gazetle.

¢ These are true and healthy words, rising from some of the deeper wells of man’s nature,
and the idea is ably and interestingly developed.”—Guardian.

¢¢ In the book before us, Sir E. Lytton presents himself in his most becoming attitude.
« « « « Thus, we repeat, we prefer * The Caxtons’ to most of Sir Bulwer Lytton’s recent
novels."—Athencum.

““The general voice scems to proclaim it the cleverest of his novels.”—Evening Post,
(New York.)

¢¢ Eminently remlable and pleasnnt in itself, as well as a curious study of the author’s

mind in its p ary World, (New York.)
“It is admn‘ably wntten, and will remind the reader of * Tristram Shandy,’ though
infinitely superior to that work. . . . Bulwer’s genius seems to widen and ripen with

time.””—Saturday Evening Post, (Philadelphia.)

¢ Displaying on every page great learning, exquisite humour, deep insight into human
nature, fine eloquence—and, indeed, nearly all those characteristics which make Bulwer the
first novelist and most brilliant author of the age.”—The World as it Moves, (U. 8.)
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AYD OTHER POEMS

By William Edmoadstousmo Aytoun,
Prafmar of Khcboric In the Caniversity of Edinbargh.

TYHIRD EDITIOX.

With sa APPENDIX, ining Exsmination of St in Mr Macank
¢« History of England, ™ regarding Grahame of Claverhomse.

1In Poolscap Octavo, price 9s., elegantly bound in gilt cloth.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

*¢ Professor Aytoun’s ‘ Lays of the Scottish Cavaliers’—a volume of verse which shows
MWMM:M Pull of the true fire, it now stirs and swells like a trumpet-
note—now sinks in cadences sad and wild as the wail of a Highland dirge.”—Quarierly Review.

¢ Finer Ballads than those, we are bold to sy, are not to be found in the language. .
“ e o . mmdemhmlhﬁ&-hhmmdmddmﬁ
much of the h and ful of their They take up an inspiriting event,
mit,mdbymmhmdmmlnammymennohlmgmmd:lme
of h y mthdemsympuhymmmﬁmnp. Such is the aim and
scope of ballad poetry. in the 'y as the first-
loved melodies of elnldhood_ We haverad t.hem wnhgnnen:oyment,md now heartily
thank the author for his delighful volume : the prose notes and illustrations of which are as
interesting as the verse is admirable.”—The Times.

“ Pervidly and intensely national, Mr Aytoun sings with all theentlumsm and all the
warlike spirit of a Border minstrel ; "his soul i is with the d, and he
delights to pour forth in qnnffstlrnng verse the story of her bravery and of her chivalry.

. ’I’hey are racy of the people and of the age—graphic and truthful in the pictures which
they conjure up before us, and ringing in every syllable with the clash of spear and morion.”
—Morning Chronicle.

“ Bold, energetic, and true; strong of conception and a master of embodying words ; now
swelling into the grand, and now melting in manly pathos. Mr Aytoun is one of the fore-
most ballad writers of our age.  His name is already high in our giorious bead-roll of Scot-
tish Poets.”—Dum/fries Herald.

¢ Impregnated throughout with that masculine sensibility which finds its passage at once

‘to the core of the heart, and through the heart in tears gushing to the eyes. . . . Hehss
carved for himself a niche in the temple of his country’s li What renders the pre-
sent edition particularly intereotlng is & masterly ded to it—in

of the in Mr lay’s ‘History of England,’ regardmg John Grahame of

Claverhouse, Viscount Dundee. The decisive but measured tone of this Appendix is in every
respect truly admirable, and attests no less !he strength of Mr Aytoun’s convictions than the
suavity of his temper, and the imperturt y of his jud, *—The Sun.

¢ The ¢ Lays of the Scottish Cavaliers’ contains some of the best imitations of the ancient
ballad, and some of the finest specimens of modern ballad literature we have seen since the
publication of Scott’s Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border.”—Edinburgh Advertiser.

¢¢ He has seized subjects to which Scottish bosoms still beat high, and he has treated them
80 as to awaken the old fire and make the blood bound with new tumult "—Glasgow
Constitutional.

“¢ Mr Aytoun’s ‘Lays ’ are truly beautiful, and are perfect poems of their class, pregnant
with fire, with patriotic ardour, with loyal zeul with exqumfe pathos, with noble passion.
‘Who can hear the ing lines, d of E‘ burgh after the great battle of Flodden,
and not feel that the minstrel’s soul has uu.ght the gem.une inspiration ?”"—Morning Post.

¢ There is the true stir and roll of the old ballad poetry in these lines.”~—Scolsman.
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Library Evition.
ALISON’S HISTORY OF EUROPE.

I.

A LIBRARY EDITION, handsomely prmbed on superfine
paper, in Demy Octavo, to range wnth the Standard Editions of the English His-
torians, in 14 vols. ; including a COPIOUS INDEX, and embellished with POR-
TRAITS. Price £10, 10s.

A limited number are printed on thick paper, in Royal Octavo, with Proof
Impressions of the Portraits, price £21.

¢ An extraordinary work, which has earned for itself a lasting place in the literature of the
country, and within a few years found innumerable readersin every part of the globe. There
u no book extant that treats so well of the period to t.he illustration of which Mr Almon's

b have been di d. It exhibits great k 1 ti research,
industry, and vast power. Few men living could have done greater Justice to the subject,
how much soever writers hereafter, profiting by Mr Alison’s toil, may improve upon his plan.
The Hutory of Europe from tbe commawement of the Frcnch Revolution to the Battle of
Waterloo is a valuabl ddition to the histories of the world with which

kind has bee; and the avidity with which every rapidly succeeding edition is

‘brought up mﬁﬂm not only to its intrinsic worth, but, as we have already said, to the intel-
Jectual character of the great mass of the Brimh people. ‘With respect to the partlw.lnr
edition, the is<ue of which has suggested the<e passing remarks, it is sufficient to say that, in
point of typography and illustration, no work of this age, fertile as it is in the artistic luxu-
ries of publication, can claim superiority over it, and but few aspire to an equal place.”—
The Times, Sep. 7, 1850.

II.

THE SEVENTH EDITION of the same work, in 20 Vols.
Crown 8vo, with a Copious Index, hand ly bound in cloth, price £6,

—_——

ATLAS TO ALISON’S EUROPE.

CONSTRUCTED AND ARRANGED,
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF MR ALISON,
By A. Keith Johnston, F.R.8.E. F.R.G.8. ¥F.G.8.
G at in Ordinary to Her Majesty, Author of the * Physical Atias,” &c. &e.
A New Edition.
In CROwN QUARTO, uniform with the SevENTH EpiTioN of the History, bound

in cloth, . £212 6
In DeMy QUARTO, to range thh t.he “« Lu;mmr Em'non ” and Early Editlom
in Demy Octavo, bound in cloth, . . 8330
In RoYAL QUARTo, to accompany the Roy;n Ocuvo Lunumr Em'rxon, . 4 40
—_———
OF

ALISON’'S HISTORY OF EUROPE.

FOR THE USE OF S8CHOOLS AND YOUNG PERSONS.
Third Edition,
In One Volume, Post Octavo, price 7s. 6d. bound in cloth.
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THE MILITARY LIFE

JOHN DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH
WITH SOME ACCOUNY OF HIS CONSTEMPORARIES.

By Archidald Alison, LLB
Axuw of the ~ Hatory of Emrope.™
Iz 8w, zrice (Pa; wizh Map amd Plans of Battles, &c.

-l_m.uha!ar:mn‘m.udhhm-mm‘ ]
ik The femeral reader aeed =it Aok aemcwhere fir & popular history of
arseiszs . . The readir wiy dosres 3 comsinunus narrative of the great milits
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THE PRINCIPLES OF POPULATIO!

AND THEIR CONNECTION WITH HUMAN HAPPINESS.

By Archibald Alison, LLBD.
Author of the ‘¢ History of Europe.™

Two Vols. 8vo, price 30s.

¢ This work contains the settled views of one whose mdeﬁhg:ble maenrch patient inv
tigation, comprehensive views, original powers of th of & ma
him as one of the most eminent men of our day. —Bnlanma

¢ Those who peruse his volumes will have their minds expanded by various and enlarg
speculation, and instructed by the new light in which existing information is placed.”
Spectator.
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'HE POEMS OF FELICIA HEMANS,

WITH

OSTRATIVE NOTES, A SELECTION OF CONTEMPORARY CRITICISMS, AND
A PORTRAIT OF THE AUTHOR, ENGRAVED BY FINDEN FROM
THE BUST BY FLETOHER.

In One Volume, Royal Octavo, price One Guines.

Here is a volume in which high poetry and deep passion are united with feminine deli-
rand unsallied moral purity. Here is a volume which a father may give to his daughter
wer birth-day, or on some day of this gift-giving season, with a feeling not less confiding
oly than that with which he gives his child her night and morning blessing and kiss. The
wof Fehgi{ Helim‘n‘n has b;:)me, and is doubtless destined to remain, one of the loved

with British poetical literature.,”—The Watch-
N
She is ever alive to the dignity of her calling and the purity of her sex. Aware of the
culties of her art, she ired t d: 11 with untiring perseverance, and

roved herself by the study of the best models, well knowing that few things easy of
inment can be worth much. Her taste thus directed her to appropriate and happy sub-
13 and hence it has been, as with all things of sterling value, that her writings have
been deteriorated by time. Of no one modern writer can it be affirmed with less hestitation,
.ghe has become an English Classic, nor, until human nature becomes very different
1 what it now is, can we imagine theleast probability that the music of her lays will
; to 1'1°°m° the ear, or the beauty of her sentiment to charm the gentle heart.”—Black-
's Magazine.

The best, the most accurate, and the most splendid edition that has yet been published
1r English Sappho.”—&8Sun.

————
This day is published, price 3x.

THE RECORDS OF WOMAN,

AND OTHER POEMS.
ieing Vol. I. of a reprint of Mrs HEmMANS' PokmMs. To be comprised in Six
itifully printed Pocket Volumes, viz:—

RECORDS OF WOMAN, AND OTHER POEMS,
THE FOREST SANCTUARY, AND OTHER POEMS.
DRAMATIC WORKS AND MISCELLANIES,
TALES AND HISTORIC SCENES,

MORAL AND RELIGIOUS POEMS,

SONGS OF THE AFFECTIONS.

ach Volume is complete in itself, and sold separately, price 3s. in cover.
8., elegantly bound in gilt cloth, ’gilt edges. Yy P! paper )

—_——

In Foolscap 8vo.,

A MEMOIR OF MRS HEMANS.

By her Sister.
‘With a Portrait. Price 5s.
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MEMOIR OF JOHN PHILPOT CURRAN,
WITH SKETCHES OF HIS CONTEMPORARIES,

By Charles Phillips, Bsq.

In One Volume 8vo, with a Portrait. This work, while embracing the more valu-
able portion of the recollections of Curran formerly published by MR PHILLIPS,
mainly consists of hitherto unpublished matter, in the drawing up of which
the Author has been for some time engaged, so as to form a new Life of
CURRAN. [ To be published in November.

¢ It may seem an omission, in a work professing to give the Orators as well as the States-
men of the last age, that Curran should not appear them—the g t orator, after
Grattan and Plunket, that Ireland has produced, and in every respect worthy of being placed
on a line with those great masters of speech. But there is really an insuperable difficulty in
attempting a task which has been so inimitably performed already, and within only a few
Mr C. Phillips’s sketch of his friend is certainly one of the most extraordinary pieces
of biography ever produced. Nothing can be more lively and pict que than its rep
tation of the famous original. The reader of it can liardly be said not to have known Curran
and Curran’s contemporaries. It has been justly said of this admirable work, that it is Bos-
well minus Bozzy. No library should be without such a piece.”—LorRp BrouenaAm’s His-
ical Sketches of Statesmen.

———

LETTERS OF EMINENT PERSONS,

ADDRESSED TO
David Hume, Hsq.

Containing original Letters from Horace Walpole—Helvetius—Bishop Douglas—Lord Lyt-
tleton—Mirabeau the Elder—Lady Hervey—Col. Barre—Sir Jas. Macdonald—The Earl
Marischal—Straban the Printer—Lord Loughborough—Lord Hardwick the younger—
Lord Hertford—Marischal Conway—Mrs Cockburn—Turgot—D’Alembert—Mlle. de
"Espi Coutts the bank Edward Murphy—Dean Tucker—S8ir Jas. Stewart—
Malesherbes—Mad. de Boufflers—Holbach—S8ir John Pringle—President de Brosses—
Diderot—Buffon—Mad. Geoffrin—Prevost—La Condamine—Crebillon, &c.

In 8vo, price 10s. 6d.

¢“ 1t is altogether one of the most valuable and instructive collections of letters which has
seen the light for many years—abounding in points of great and varied interest for the gene-
ral reader, while it furnishes a rich store of materials for the more recondite purposes of the
student of literary, social, and political history.”—Glasgow Constitutional.

—C

LETTERS ON THE TRUTHS CONTAINED
IN POPULAR SUPERSTITIONS.
By Herbert Mayo, M.D.
A New Edition in the Press.

¢ The explanations are often i i and always suggestive and interesting. . . , .,
‘We recommend the reader who takes an interest in the matter to improve his acquaintance
with the letters themselves.”—.4 thenaum.
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THE COURSE OF TIME.

A Poem in Ten Books. By RoBERT PorLLox, M. A. A rew Edition,
(being the Nineteenth,) with Portrait, engraved by RoBINSON, In small
8vo, price 7s. 6d., neatly bound in cloth.

PROFESSOR WILSON'S POEMS,

Containing the Isle of Palms, City of the Plague, and other Poems. In fwo
volumes, post 8vo, price 21s,

THE POETICAL WORKS OF THOMAS AIRD.
In 8vo, price 5s. cloth.

DOMESTIC VERSES. By DEerra.
In One Volume foolscap 8vo, price 5s. bound in cloth.

SOLITARY HOURS. By Mgs SouTHEY.
In foolscap 8vo, a New Edition, price 5s.

¢ Those sweet poems in the little volume of Solitary Hours, which for truth and depth of
feeling, and for tenderness and holiness of thought, are among the most beautiful that have
been duced in this i No purer models of our genuine home feeling and lan-
guage » could be placed in a young foreigner’s hands than Mrs Southey’s Works."—Quarterly
Review.

By the same Author.

THE BIRTHDAY AND OTHER POEMS.
In foolscap 8vo, price 7s.

By the same Author.

CHAPTERS ON CHURCHYARDS.
Second Edition, foolscap 8vo, 7s, 6d.

ROBIN HOOD. A FRAGMENT.

By the late RoBERT SouTHEY, and CARoLINE SouTHEY. With other
Fragments and Poems, by R. 8. and C. 8. Crown 8vo, price 8s.

POEMS By THE LapYy FLoRra HasTINGS.
With a Portrait. Second Edition, foolscap 8vo, price 7s. 6d.



William Blackwood and Sons. 9

CHEAP EDITIONS OF POPULAR WORKS.

LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF SCOTTISH LIFE.
Foolscap 8vo, 2s. 6d.

THE TRIALS OF MARGARET LYNDSAY.

By the Author of * Lights and Shadows of Scottish Life.” Foolscap 8vo, 2s. 6d.

THE FORESTERS.

By the Author of “ Lights and 8hadows of Scottish Life.” Foolscap 8vo, 2s. 6d.

TOM CRINGLE'S LOG.

Complete in One Volume, Foolscap 8vo, 3s. 6d.

THE CRUISE OF THE MIDGE.
By the Author of ¢ Tom Cringle’s Log.” In One Volume Foolscap 8vo, 3s. 6d.

THE LIFE OF MANSIE WAUCH,

TaI1LoR IN DaLkgiTH. Foolscap 8vo, 2s. 6d.

THE SUBALTERN.

By the Author of ¢¢ The Chelsea Pensioners.” Foolscap 8vo, 2s, 6d.

PENINSULAR SCENES AND SKETCHES.

By the Author of *“ The Student of Sal Foolscap 8vo, 2s. 6d.

NIGHTS AT MESS, SIR FRIZZLE PUMPKIN :

AND OTHER TaLgs. Foolscap 8vo, 2s. 6d.

THE YOUTH AND MANHOOD OF CYRIL THORNTON.

By the Author of ‘“ Men and Manners in America.” Foolscap 8vo, 3s. 6d.

VALERIUS. A ROMAN STORY.
Foolscap 8vo, 2s. 6d.

REGINALD DALTON.
By the Author of ¢ Valerius.” Foolscap 8vo, 3s. 6d.
SOME PASSAGES IN THE HISTORY OF ADAM BLAIR,
AND HISTORY OF MATTHEW WALD.

By the Author of ¢ Valerius.” Foolscap 8vo, 3s. 6d.

ANNALS OF THE PARISH AND AYRSHIRE LEGATEES.

By JouN GALT. Foolscap 8vo, 3s. 6d.

SIR ANDREW WYLIE.
By Joun GaLt. Foolscap 8vo, 3s. 6d.

THE PROVOST AND OTHER TALES.

By JosN GALT. Foolscap 8vo, 3s. 6d.

THE ENTAIL.
By JoaN Gart. Foolscap 8vo, 3s, 6d.
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LIFE IN THE “FAR WEST.”

By e nic Gewrge F. Ruxien, sy
Axther of = Travels n Mexion.™

ho-\'qﬁn,&-ﬁ(ksu,pinﬁ.

HUDSON’S BAY;
OR,
EVEZY-DAY LIFE SCENES IN THE WILDS OF XORTH AMERICA.
By Robert 3. Ballantyme.
Iz Crown 8vo, price % ; with numercus [Thestrations.
“ I3 charm Zes in the free scope whick the writer has given to his feclings, and the perfect
sinplici'y with which be sts down all that be saw or thought. Full of youth, and its

frrepressibie baran:y of scul, he knows meither restraint nor affectation ; and, whatever be
eummmum-mm&mm —&lasgow Consti~

LAYS OF THE DEER-FOREST.
A SFLECTION FROM THE ORIGINAL POEMS OF
John Sobieski Stuart and Charles Bdward Stuart.
With an Easay on Deer-Stalking and Roe-Hunting, Notes of Remarkable Incidents
in Forest Sports, Traditions of the Clans, and Notices of Nataural History
in the Deer-Forests.

In Two Volumes Post Octavo, price 2ls

00—

JOURNAL OF A SUBALTERN
DURING THE CAMPAIGN IN THE PUNJAUB, 1848-49.
In One Volume, Small Octavo, price 6s.

¢ An extremely hi d narrative of events ; most readable from the first page
the last ; does much more to convey to the reader’s mind a just and vind eonception of tho
lights and shadows of life in an Indian camp—the before the g strife, the wild
excitement of the affray, and the painful reaction of the inactivity which succeeds.”— Atias.
** Remnrkable for distinctness and descriptive spirit. They give a most favourable impres-
sion of the gallantry of our British regiments.”—Britannia.
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